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Narrative inquiry and sensemaking

Tell us about a very 

specific moment 

experience…

Prompting question

Patterns, trends, statistics, 

but also the stories behind 

the numbers!

Self-interpretation, self-

analysing the story

Signifier questions Human sensemaking 

> Actionable insights 
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Human Sensor Network

• Capturing lived experiences and observations 
of citizens around a topic of interest 

• From a selected panel of people commited to 
contribute on a regular basis 

• Real-time gathering / monitoring of 
experiences and information 

• By invitation: Share experiences based 
on a set of questions  

• Self-initiated: Sharing information via a 
dedicated link   

• Immediate detection of patterns and trends 

• Rich data directly from people of particular 
group

Steff Deprez (Voices That Count)
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Data innovation in 

strengthening climate 

resilience.

Empowering local fisher  

communities to collect, 

create and analyse diverse 

data.

The Ulwazi Net-Work - A Human Sensor Network

● Network of small-scale fishers along the coast of South-Africa 

● We are all co-researchers:  A network of “eyes and ears” and voices 

in the small-scale fishery sector 

● A place where people you can share experiences, information, 

challenges and feedback

● Monthly rounds about topics that are relevant at that time 

(weather, climate risks, permits, fishing grounds, …)

● Story Catchers harvest 200 stories per round across fisher 

communities 

● Real-time feedback - Trends and storylines over time

● Integrated into databank with quantitative fisher data (Abalobi)

● Results shared and discussed with farmers in community sessions 

● Results shared with academics, government, cooperatives, CSO, … 

through a COP 
Steff Deprez (Voices That Count)
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RESPIRA AFRICA – Nakuru City

● Air quality sensors combined with humans 

sensors 

● AngaWatch Ambassadors 

● Regular collection of stories about air quality 

issues and incidents 

● Overviews per ward 

● Shared with local authorities 

● Human sensor data is integrated into the air 

quality dashboards 
Steff Deprez (Voices That Count)
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RESPIRA AFRICA – Nakuru City
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