
Citizen science
in the LIFE 
RIPARIAS and
VespaWatch
projects
How to aggregate data from different sources to allow for an improved
management of invasive alien species

Lien Reyserhove
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Invasive alien species (IAS) are alien species whose introduction and spread
cause serious negative environmental consequences.

The European Union (EU) introduced a legislation to establish a coordinated EU-
wide framework for actions to prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact
of IAS

Priority approaches:
- prevention
- early warning and rapid response
- management of widespread species
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cause serious negative environmental consequences.

The European Union (EU) introduced a legislation to establish a coordinated EU-
wide framework for actions to prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact
of IAS

Priority approaches:
- prevention
- early warning and rapid response
- management of widespread species

we need data
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The power of open & FAIR data
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How to make your data open and FAIR?
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Citizen science portals - iNaturalist



Citizen science portals - iNaturalist



Citizen science portals - ObsIdentify



Citizen science portals



Choose your platform carefully
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With the LIFE RIPARIAS project, Belgian authorities pool their resources together to 
optimize the management of invasive alien species in river areas and ponds across 
regional borders

Improve data flows from management registration systems  

Develop a system to report on management actions and effectiveness



a diversity in 
organizations



😱
a diversity in data 
sources…



The data workflow

The data workflow



The early alert tool

- An early alert tool is already existing



The early alert tool

- An early alert tool is already existing

Why to create a 
new one?



The existing early alert tool

Single data source (waarnemingen.be/observations.be)

https://waarnemingen.be/species/invasieve-exoten/
https://observations.be/species/invasieve-exoten/


The early alert tool

The LIFE RIPARIAS early alert tool



The early alert tool

Email notifications



The early alert tool

Explore observations





Thank you!

Visit our 
LIFE RIPARIAS 
early alert tool

Visit our 
VespaWatch
platform


